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Carlisle " to their damage in ten marks yearly, and yet the
king's farm for Lincoln is paid in full, wherefore they who
have once been bailiffs of Lincoln can hardly rise from
poverty and misery"1.    Another category of complaints
was concerned with the imposition of tolls on commodities
that claimed to go toll-free, more especially ordinary pro-
visions.    This grievance was an old one, for as early as 1086
the Domesday jurors in the North Riding of Lincolnshire2
presented that tolls were exacted other than those taken
in Edward the Confessor's day, namely on bread, fish, hides
and many other things.    In the Hundred Rolls the complaint
is reiterated again and again: at Bosworth, for instance, dues
were charged on seed-corn and " other small wares of which
toll is never wont to be given "8.   Occasionally we get glimpses
of a distinction to the significance of which attention will be
drawn later4, a distinction between merchants who bought
to sell again, and ' men of the county ' who bought for their
household store;   the latter claimed to be free from toll
altogether5.    Immunity from toll was sometimes granted by
express agreement between the contracting  parties6, and
sometimes it was asserted by virtue of a peculiar tenure or
charter from the Crown7.    Herein lay a fruitful source of
dissension.    The men of Lincoln, for example, claimed to be
free at the fair of St. Botolph " from all time of all customs
and demands " ; and when the lord of the fair " attacked and
oppressed them from day to day to obtain money by his
power ", and in particular charged ten pounds as tronage
for weighing wool, they withdrew from the fair8.    At Bury
St. Edmunds, on the other hand, a compromise was effected
by which the citizens of London paid toll but at once
received it back ;   this preserved the privileges  of both
parties, though the substantial victory lay with the London
1 Rotuli Hundredorum, i. 317 a.                * Domesday Book, i. 375 b.
3  Rotuli Himdredorum, i. 239 b, 280 b.
4  Infra, p. 281.                           8 E.g. Rotuli Hundredorum, i. 12 b.
6  Agreement between the prior of Lenton and Nottingham (c. 1300) :
Records of Nottingham, i. 61-67.
7  Immunity was claimed by (a) tenants of Ancient Demesne, (b) Cinque
Ports, (c) munipipal and religious bodies with charters : infra, pp. 279 seq.
8  Rotuli Hundredorum, i. 320 a ;  Thompson, Boston, 327,    For Lincoln
and the abbot of Peterborough, cf. Rotuli Hundredorum, i. 309 b.